
NEW DELHI

Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister Jagan Mohan
Reddy on Friday met
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and sought special
category status for the
state, party sources said,
news agency PTI reported.

The Prime Minister's Of-
fice (PMO) also tweeted
about the meeting between
the Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister and PM Modi.

Jagan Mohan Reddy, who
swept the 2019 state polls
on the issue of  special cat-
egory status, has held sev-
eral meetings with the
Prime Minister and Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
over the issue in the past.

This meeting comes only
a day after Telugu Desam
Party (TDP) president N.
Chandrababu Naidu met
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah and BJP presi-
dent J.P Nadda, stirring
speculation that the two
parties may join hands in

Andhra Pradesh for the
upcoming elections.

With the Congress gain-
ing ground in Andhra
Pradesh and the Telugu
Desam Party (TDP) likely
to tie up with the BJP,
sources said Reddy rushed
to the national capital to
make a last-ditch effort.

"Andhra CM met the

prime minister in the Par-
liament complex and dis-
cussed pending projects
and demands, including
special category status to
Andhra Pradesh," the
sources added. The general
and state assembly polls
are likely to be held simul-
taneously in Andhra
Pradesh before May.

Seven patients complain of vision loss after cataract surgery, probe ordered 
PATAN: At least seven persons have complained of partial or complete loss of vision after undergoing
cataract surgery at a trust-run hospital in Patan district of Gujarat, prompting authorities to order a probe.
Of total 13 persons who underwent surgery at Sarvodaya Eye Hospital in Radhanpur town on February 2,
seven patients developed complications due to infection, said hospital trustee Bharti Vakharia.

8 NATION
INDORE | SATURDAY | FEBRUARY 10, 2024

Bharat Ratna for...
With national awards often conveying a message

beyond the public contributions made by their recipi-
ents, the Modi government's pick of  five of  them--
three of  the four politicians in the list firmly belong-
ing to the non-BJP sphere--for Bharat Ratna in an elec-
tion year is no exception. Lok Sabha polls are expected
to be held in April-May. The government's move on
Friday to recognise two stalwart politicians--Rao and
Singh--who came from non-BJP backgrounds is reso-
nant with political and social messaging. It is expected
to boost the BJP's efforts to present itself  as a party
which represents pan-India interests and aspirations
and recognises leading people in different fields. Rao's
admirers have long argued that the Congress veteran
has not been given his due by the party due to his less
than warm relations with the Nehru-Gandhi family, a
point often made by BJP leaders too. As the country's
first and only full-term prime minister from south
India, Rao, a Telugu, occupies a special place in the
region. Rao passed away in 2004. Leaders cutting
across party lines welcomed the Centre's announce-
ment.

Many collectors may...
The government may transfer the officials after

the publication of  the voters' list on February 8 till
the date Model Code of  Conduct comes into force.
Because the government has carried out administra-
tive reshuffle in Mantralaya, it is preparing to transfer
field officers. Besides the collectors, the government
may also transfer the commissioner of  Indore Mal
Singh and that of  Jabalpur Abhay Verma.

Firecrackers found dumped...
More than 200 persons were injured in the blast, of

which 90 were discharged after treatment while 45
were referred to hospitals in Bhopal, Indore and
Narmadapuram, an official earlier said. The rest are
being treated in the Harda district hospital. Additional
district magistrate Sadanand Gauda had on Thursday
said seven persons have been reported missing by the
families following the incident. 

Paytm’s troubles compounded...
including the Unified Payments Interface (UPI), with
effect from February 29, for not complying with regu-
lations. The FIU is expected to launch an investigation
into this significant betting transaction case, follow-
ing a formal request from the RBI.

The Enforcement Directorate (ED), which is also
investigating the betting app Mahadev Online Book in
an alleged Rs 5,500 crore money laundering scam, has
found that Paytm was one of  the payment gateways
used by the accused to transact with customers,
accepting bets through UPI.

During the investigation, the ED found that panel
operators received the bets through a fraudulent UPI
payment gateway and also transferred the winnings
via the same Paytm and other UPI payment gateway
routes. Bank accounts associated with Paytm UPI and
other linked transaction gateways used in the betting
operations were benami and bogus accounts. 

The KYCs of  unsuspecting individuals, often those
who were poor, were exploited to open these bank
accounts, to facilitate both accepting the bets and con-
ducting hawala operations, which were layered
through multiple bank accounts and in this manner,
UPI panel operators siphoned off  to funds to the
Mahadev betting app founders Sourabh Chandrakar
and Ravi Uppal. The probe found that over eight lakh
such fake accounts with fake KYCs were used by the
panel operators.

ED investigation revealed that Chandrakar had
monthly earnings of  Rs 450 crore every month, at the
average rate of  Rs 30 lakh in earnings per panel every
month. There are at least 2,000 panels of  Mahadev
Book, Reddy Anna and Fairplay which are operative
as on date.

The chargesheet states that the accused, Honey
Singh, a panel operator, had provided his Paytm
account to Chandrakar for the deposit/ withdrawal of
funds related to betting. Whenever a player won,
Chandrakar would transfer money to this bank
account through Subham Soni, another accused.
Conversely, when a player lost, the amount deposited
in Honey Singh s Paytm account was transferred to
the bank account provided by Subham Soni. This
account was used by Chandrakar until August 2021.

No time limit...
MLA Pratap Grehwal in a written question in the

assembly on Friday asked whether or not the then
chief  minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan had, on June
10, 2023, announced at Garrison Ground of  Jabalpur
that Ladli Behna sum would be increased to Rs 1250
from Rs 1000 and if  funds permitted then the money
would be increased each time by Rs 250 and finally, the
sum would be increased to Rs 3000.  Replying to the
question, women and child development minister
Nirmala Bhuria said that the announcement (of
Shivraj Singh Chouhan) is not according to the ques-
tion. The speech given by the then-CM on June 10 is
available in public domain. Moreover, it is not possible
to tell the time limit to provide Rs 3000 to Ladli Behnas. 

PM’s surprise visit...
The Prime Minister also spoke about the Abu Dhabi

temple, for which he laid the foundation stone in 2018
and which he is set to visit next week. It is the first
Hindu temple project in Abu Dhabi, the PM said,
underscoring India's soft power.

No time limit for...
permitted then the money would be increased each

time by Rs 250 and finally, the sum would be increased
to Rs 3000. Replying to the question, women and child
development minister Nirmala Bhuria said that the
announcement (of  Shivraj Singh Chouhan) is not
according to the question. The speech given by the
then-CM on June 10 is available in public domain.
Moreover, it is not possible to tell the time limit to
provide Rs 3000 to Ladli Behnas. 

Imran Khan's party-backed...
Authorities were earlier moving at a snail's pace to

announce the election results that in a surprising
development showed Khan's PTI supported inde-
pendent candidates leading the show. PTI chairman
Barrister Gohar Khan on Friday ruled out forging an
alliance with the PPP and PML-N, saying his party is
in a position to form a federal government on its
own. He claimed that his party was winning 150
National Assembly seats and would be able to
achieve the required number of  seats to form gov-
ernment at the Centre. "We are not intending to form
a coalition government with PPP and PML-N," he
said. "We will form the government at the Centre and
Punjab," said Gohar Khan, who won NA-10 in the
Buner area of  Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa. PTI's former
parliament speaker Asad Qaisar also won. On the
other hand, PML-N leader Ishaq Dar said that the
independent candidates, who are emerging victori-
ous in the 2024 general elections, are in contact with
the party. 
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NEW DELHI: Parliament
on Friday passed a bill that
aims to curb malpractices
and irregularities in com-
petitive examinations, and
entails provisions for a
maximum jail term of  10
years and a fine up to Rs 1
crore for offences.

The bill was passed
through a voice vote in the
Rajya Sabha, after amend-
ments proposed by some
opposition members were
rejected. The bill was
passed by the Lok Sabha
on February 6.

Replying to a discussion
on the Public Examina-
tions (Prevention of  Un-
fair Means) Bill, 2024 in the
Rajya Sabha, Union minis-
ter Jitendra Singh said the
youth power of  the coun-
try is "vital" and asserted
that the bill is meant to de-
ter those who are playing
with their future.

He asserted that merit
cannot allowed to be hi-

jacked by non-merit.
"We can't allow vital

youth power of  this coun-
try to be surrendered or
sacrificed in the hands of  a
handful few...Very cau-
tiously, we have kept the
bona fide candidate out of
purview of  the law, be it a
job aspirant or a student.
So the message does not go
that this new legislation is
meant to harass the youth
of  this country. 

SUPREME COURT SET
ASIDE AP HC ORDER,
CASTIGATING JAGAN 

NEW DELHI: The Supreme
Court on Friday quashed an
Andhra Pradesh High Court
order voicing its strong
disapproval over the Supreme
Court Collegium transferring
two chief justices and castigating
Chief Minister Y S Jagan Mohan
Reddy for his apparent attempts
to undermine it.A bench
comprising Justices Bela M
Trivedi and Pankaj Mithal set
aside the observations made in
the order passed by a single-
judge bench of the high court
and disposed of the matter.The
top court was hearing an appeal
filed by the Andhra Pradesh
government challenging the Dec
30, 2020 judgement by Justice
Kumar of the high court.

Bill passed to curb
exam malpracticesJagan meets Modi, day

after Naidu meets Shah




